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of the bill had been discussed, the right honorable
o-etitleman would be convinced that he had been mis-
taken.

Mr. Sheridan then presented a petition against
the bills from 4000 of the inhabitants of Birming-
ham. Had not the petitioners been pressed for
time, it-would have had an astonishing number of
more signatures. Such too was the situation of the
people who signed this petition, that in consequence
of some ministerial manoeuvre, they were denied a
public meeting', for no newspaper would publish ao
advertisement to call a public meeting-; nor was a
singie hand-bill suffered to be circulated for that
purpose. Yet, notwithstanding these discourage-
ments, in a day or two had 4000 signatures been,
subscribed.

-Sir Edward Knatchbull did not rise to oppose t/ie motion for the
petition to lie upon the table, but to caution the house how it accepted
that petition as the sense of the inhabitants of Birmingham. He.
was induced to this caution by a petition which lay upon the table of
the house, and was presented in his absence by his honorable col-
league (Mr. Honeywood,) which was stated to be the petition of the
mayor, recorder, freemen, and inhabitants of the city of Rochester*
It was signed by 1,500 persons, among whose names there were not
more than 150 names of freemen? though Rochester contains 700
freemen, and between thirty and forty thousand inhabitants. He
did not mean to cast any reflection on the persons who signed the
petition, but he knew there were numbers who did not know what
they signed. At the same time he had to observe, that the conduct of
the chief magistrate of that city, was reprehensible in suffering a,
procession at the same time, which was a disgrace to the city,
wlierein the effigy of a reverend and respectable bishop was carried
about the town, and afterwards burnt*

Mr. Sheridan reminded the house, that he faacl
stated the petition to be signed by 4,000 inha-
bitants of Birmingham, and consequently no ma^
who knew the immense population of that townf
could imagine it was signed by the majority. If he
had brought the letter which he received from a res-
pectable gentleman of that town with the petition,,
he could have mentioned more precisely the reason
why a greater number of signatures were not ob-